70        LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., in the Field, Aug. IBth, '64
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, CITY POINT
STEAMER "New York" is to go to Aiken's Landing under flag-of-truce, at which place she is to receive certain communications and special exchanges, among whom is Gen. Bartlett, and to arrange a meeting between Commissioner Ould and myself for a conference in regard to the treatment of our prisoners and some cases of retaliation.
BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.
From General Grant
CITY POINT, VA , August IBtii, 1864
Major-General BUTLER, Commanding, &c.
I AM opposed to exchanges being made until the whole matter is put on a footing giving equal advantages to us with those given to the enemy. In the meantime, I direct that no flags-of-truce be sent to the enemy, nor any arrangements or agreements entered into with him without my first being fully advised of what is being done, and yielding my consent to it.
The steamer "New York" will not be permitted to proceed to Aiken's Landing until I receive a report of the full object of the mission and the load she now has on board.
U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant-General
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From General Butler to General Grant
Aug. 18, '64, 4 P.M.
TELEGRAM received. No exchange has been made or will be made by me which will give the enemy any advantage. To show that my views and the Lt. General's are in exact accordance, I will send letter written to Gen. Hitchcock to-day upon this subject, with the endorsements upon it. I have exchanged nobody but wounded men since the first of May, except surgeons, non-competent, and a few cases of special exchange.
A full report will be made to the Lt. General of all that was intended to be done in the matter.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Com. of Exchange